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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES 
COMMITTEE held on 16 April 2009 in the Uniform Groups’ Headquarters, Fiddlers Lane, 
Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor RK Shukla 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs H Thorniley-Jones 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 
Also in attendance: Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Tony Summer, Saughall Neighbourhood Management Team’ Co-

ordinator 
 
11 APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from Councillor Mrs JM Young. 
 
12 MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
13 MINUTES 
 
 The content of the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 26 February 

2009 were confirmed as a correct record. 
 
14 SAUGHALL NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT TEAM – PROGRESS 

REPORT 
 
 Tony Summers, the Team’s Co-ordinator was in attendance at the meeting to report 

orally on the following activities and progress made by his Team since it had been 
formed so that the Council could monitor its performance. 

 
• Visited groups in the village offering advice  

• Ran football skills course in summer school holidays 

• Carried out speed gun checks and was awaiting dates to carry out more 

• Carried out SID surveys and was awaiting dates to carry out more 

• Organised exercise classes for over 60’s 

• Carried out fire homes surveys for any householder in the village 

• Ongoing liaison with the Principal Authority over road surface, hedge and ditch 
issues 

• Arranged an Environmental Grant for improvements to the pond in the Golden 
Jubilee Park.  This work is ongoing due to the low water level 

• Dog fouling initiative – The Team has a stencil and will be marking the areas of 
concern 

• Arranged estimates and supervised works in the Golden Jubilee Park 
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• ‘Set the Pace’ campaign at Christmas lights switch on 

• Represented the Parish Council at Carillion’s Parish Councils Liaison Meetings in 
respect of the A5117 road improvements 

• Contact with Department of Transport for road safety booklets and collection of 
same from Wrexham 

• Tried to set up other fitness activities without success  

• Looking into Cycle proficiency courses  

• Looking into care for people within Saughall who do not fall under the the 
Principal Authority’s Older People’s Services umbrella 

•  Negotiated high visibility vests from Carillion for village children  

• Negotiated high visibility arm/leg bands from a local company 

• Continued to apply pressure to the Principal Authority with regard to a crossing, 
flashing school sign and a 20mph speed limit at the school 

• Met with Christine Russell MP regarding speed limits of 20mph and community 
speed zone signs 

 
 Members asked Mr Summers a number of questions, which he answered as 

appropriate. 
 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) Mr Summers be thanked for his report and attendance at the meeting. 

 
15 ANNUAL AUDIT 
 

(a) Risk Management 
 
 The Clerk had drafted a Risk Management Policy Statement and a Strategy 

document.  Members were asked to consider them and complete the 
implementation timetable set out within the Strategy document with appropriate 
dates. 

 
 Risk Management Software had been purchased and a sample of what it could do 

had been provided for Members’ information.  A risk evaluation needed to be 
undertaken and this would be done using the software.  The Clerk and Chairman 
agreed to do this and compare their findings. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Council be RECOMMENDED to adopt the Risk Management Policy 

Statement and Strategy document at its Annual Meeting on 11 May 2009. 
 
(b) Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Auditor 
 
 The External Auditor had been informed that the Council should carry out a 

review of the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor, Mr Harry Dobson, annually.  
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The Committee had begun this at the last meting and continued with it by 
considering Mr Dobson’s qualifications to act in this capacity.  It was noted that 
Mr Dobson had experience of working as a Management Accountant, in a variety 
of roles over forty years and had a qualification awarded by the Cost and 
Management Accountancy body.  He took his role very seriously and was 
meticulous in his examination of the accounts, asking a number of pertinent 
questions and pointing out any errors found so that they could be corrected before 
the external audit began.  Mr Dobson also attended meetings of the Council and 
this Committee and was often asked for advice on accountancy matters.  He had 
acted as Internal Auditor since Parish Councils had been required to have one and 
the Council had been pleased with his work. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Internal Auditor, Mr Harry Dobson, is effective in his role and the 

Committee is happy with his performance and that a further review be carried out 
in twelve months time. 

 
16 REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S INSURANCE COVER 
 
 The Council was requested to consider increasing it insurance cover at its meeting on 

6 April 2009.  The revised schedule had been sent to Members with the agenda for 
information.  Members noted the increased number of items insured against damage.  
It was noted that the excess was £125 and it was not known whether the policy 
covered ‘new for old’. 

 
 RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Clerk be requested to write to Allinaz Insurance Ltd to establish whether 

increasing the excess to £500 would affect the premium and whether the policy 
covered ‘new for old’ and bring a report to the next meeting. 

 
17 GOLDEN JUBILEE PARK 
 
 The Clerk pointed out that the younger children’s play equipment and the Cheshire 

railings had not been painted since 2006.  They were looking very shabby as a result 
and spring was the best time of the year to get this work done. 

 
 The Chairman reported that Cheshire West and Chester Council had not yet made an 

announcement regarding funding under its Playbuilder Project following its invitation 
to Parish Councils to submit immediately, applications to be considered for inclusion. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the report be received;  and 
 
(2) the Council be RECOMMENDED to arrange for the younger children’s play 

equipment and the Cheshire railings to be painted as soon as possible. 
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18 TRAINING 
 
 At the last Council meeting training had been under consideration.  The Clerk pointed 

out that Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC), via the Cheshire Training 
Partnership, had advertised various training days including some in February and 
August 2009 for Planning.  She considered that it was appropriate to invite ChALC to 
come to Saughall to deliver training on planning issues to all Members of the Planning 
Committee and any other interested Members and to representatives of neighbouring 
councils, including Mollington.  It was noted that it cost £30 per person plus travelling 
costs for ChALC members to attend training events held in various venues around the 
County but if a training event was held in the village the cost was £250 for the session, 
which provided good value for money. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Clerk be requested to contact ChALC over possible dates for holding a training 
event in the village on Planning matters;  and 

 
(2) the Council be RECOMMENDED to agree to host a training event in Saughall on 

planning matters for all interested Members, the Clerk and representatives of 
neighbouring Parish Councils. 


